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Village of Leland
Meeting Minutes of the Village Council
Leland Village Hall
285 West Genessee Street, Leland, IL
July 1, 2025
7pm
Present:	Mayor Taunya Eckman
		Commissioners Brian Niles, Ron Leber, Ryan Finley and Jennifer Williams

Also		Public Works Director, Jed Clason
Present:	Leland Chief of Police, Jason Bragg
		Village Clerk, Susan Kelly
Village Treasurer, Tammy Johnson
Attorney, Carolann Wackerlin-Temple
Engineer, Jack Kusek
Visitors Bradley Dierks, Miguel Ocon, Paul Sprain, Emma Elder, Deondri Manalli, 
Tom Lekan, Tom Konieczny, Grace Mnichowski, Ron Mnichowksi, Paul Wheeler, 
Tyler Flowers, Shannon Norris, Chuck Norris

Absent:	None


The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Retirement Recognition: Police Corporal Ron Mnichowski and Police Corporal Chuck Norris.  A heartfelt thank you was paid to Police Corporal Ron Mnichowski for 7 years of dedicated service, and to Police Corporal Chuck Norris for 13½ years of committed service to the Village of Leland. Their contributions have made a lasting impact on our community, and we are truly grateful.  Ron will continue in an Auxiliary role and Chuck will be involved with civilian investigations for the LPD.
Emma Elder: Faith Fest, scheduled for August 2 will include 3 Christian bands, two are local and one is Devon Williams from Nashville.  Emma is looking for vendors and other small business involvement between 3 – 5 p.m. before the first band begins to play.  The village made a $500 donation to this event on a motion by Ron Leber and seconded by Ryan Finley with a unanimous vote in favor of a check to be paid to Bethany Lutheran Church to offset the event expenses.
Public Comment-Visitors, Appearances: Joey and Priscilla Zitt and Gustavo Diaz – none of these three appeared at the meeting.  Paul Sprain of the LTCA did remind the board about the 4th of July fireworks and the fundraiser event on July 3rd.
Tom Lekan: Surf Internet provides Fiber Optic internet services to small communities using Federal funding in addition to monthly service fees that do not include taxes, price increases, installation fees or contracts for service to our residents.  The village asked for financial assistance from Surf to cover JULIE locate fees and other administrative fees (for example Attorney and Engineer expenses).  The Village Engineer and Attorney are finalizing the contract, ordinances, permits and bonds required to begin installation.
Approval of Minutes: June 3, 2025 Regular Meeting were approved on a motion by Jennifer Williams and seconded by Ron Leber.
Approval of Invoices was made on a motion by Ron Leber and seconded by Jennifer Williams.  Roll call:  all yes.
Approval of Treasurer’s Report on a motion by Jennifer Williams and seconded by Ron Leber.  Roll call:  all yes.
Vote on 2025 Appropriations Ordinance was passed on a motion by Jennifer Williams and seconded by Ron Leber.  Roll call:  all yes.
Vote on Construction of Facilities on the Rights-of-Way Ordinance was moved to next month after defining contractor work hours of 7 a.m. – 7 p.m. Monday – Friday, 1/2 days on Saturday only.  Fee schedule and permit to be prepared for review and final vote next month.
Discussion on Purchasing Hanouw Property to move forward with the survey by the least expensive provider for the original parcel of land as agreed upon as the option for purchase by the Village of Leland.  
Mayor’s Report
Discussion Ordinance Review – Village Attorney to document recommendations. 
a) Fees & Fines (Eckman) - $75 first fine, $150 second fine, $300 third fine with additional fines up to $750.  Non-highway vehicle stickers increasing from $30 to $50 for the initial registration but remain $10 for annual renewal.
b) Burning (Niles) – change burn hours to 7 a.m. – 7 p.m., seven days a week for residential zoned areas.
c) Noise (Leber) – modify restricted hours to 10 p.m. – 7 a.m. weekdays and Midnight – 7 a.m. weekends.  Adding power tools to restricted noises as well.
d) Parking (Williams) – clarify parking must follow flow of traffic, parallel parking only and not block sidewalks.  Further discussions in August.
e) Animal Control (Finley) – Remove required village registration language and allow pet rabbits as long as the total pet limit is not exceeded.  Further discussions in August.
Discussion and vote on Resolution to Form an America250 Committee was passed on a motion by Ryan Finley and seconded by Ron Leber. 
Discussion on Sign Project – wooden posts and plan to send out for bid by several companies.
Discussion on Camera Project – move three existing cameras to new locations
Discussion on Overweight Parking – Chief Bragg provided information to the board on vehicle classifications and Paul Wheeler was present to provide his expertise.  Decision to prepare a recommendation for the Zoning and Planning Board to review and hold a public hearing for further potential action.
Discussion on 1% grocery sales tax did not occur.
Police Report – Chief Bragg reported that Greg Gilbert, an employee for 23 years, passed away on Friday, June 27.  Chief also noted the July 12 bicycle event making a stop in Leland.
Village Attorney’s Report
Follow-Up on Ordinance Violations and Fines: 265 North Liberty Street and 305 South Essex Street – will move forward with initiating a court date for both of these cases.
Tow Ordinance Progress Update – move to next month
Follow-up on Surf Internet Contract Agreement – tracked changes sent to Taunya for review.  Susie Kelly to work on permit application template for Surf.
Village Manager’s Report – None
Village Engineer’s Report – Will provide an update on the Motor Fuel Tax by next month.
Closed session - None

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m. on a motion by Ron Leber and seconded by Jennifer Williams.


Respectfully submitted by:



________________________________________________
Susie Kelly, Village Clerk
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