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Village of Leland
Meeting Minutes of the Village Council
Leland Village Hall
285 West Gensesee Street, Leland, IL
August 5, 2025
7pm
Present:	Mayor Taunya Eckman
		Commissioners Brian Niles, Ron Leber, Ryan Finley and Jennifer Williams

Also		Public Works Director, Jed Clason
Present:	Leland Chief of Police, Jason Bragg
		Village Clerk, Susan Kelly
Village Treasurer, Tammy Johnson
Attorney, Carolann Wackerlin-Temple
Visitors Alex DeGaetano, Joey Zitt, Priscilla Zitt, Jeff Kubiki, Miguel Ocon and 
Bradley Dierks

Absent:	None


The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Public Comment-Visitors, Appearances: Joey and Priscilla Zitt, Gustavo Diaz (did not appear) and Steven Boyle (did not appear).
· [bookmark: _Hlk205545609]Joey and Priscilla Zitt asked for a status update on the parking of heavy vehicles and were told it is currently in the hands of our Zoning and Planning Committee.  It requires a public hearing and then a recommendation will be presented to the Village Board for consideration.  Proper notice will be given regarding the date and time of the  public hearing once set.
Approval of Minutes: July 1, 2025 Regular Meeting on a motion by Ron Leber and seconded by Jennifer Williams.
Approval of Invoices on a motion by Jennifer Williams and seconded by Ron Leber.  Roll Call:  all yes.
Approval of Treasurer’s Report on a motion by Ron Leber and seconded by Jennifer Williams.  Roll Call:  all yes.
Discuss and vote to approve Jennifer Williams to replace Pat Torman as a signer at the bank on a motion by Ron Leber and seconded by Brian Niles.
Discussion and vote to approve a resolution to appoint Alex DeGaetano to a three-year term on the combined Planning and Zoning Board on a motion by Jennifer Williams and seconded by Brian Niles.  Alex took the oath to accept his three-year term effective 8/5/2025.
Discussion and vote to approve a resolution for the re-appointment of two of the members to the combined Planning and Zoning Board – Karen Short and Al Kinney were reappointed each to a 3-year term through May 30, 2028, on a motion by Jennifer Williams and seconded by Ryan Finley.
Discussion and vote to approve Carolann Wackerlin-Temple as Village Attorney for a one-year term through 8/30/2026 on a motion by Ron Leber and seconded by Jennifer Williams.  Roll Call:  all yes.
Vote on “Construction of Facilities on the Rights-of-Way” Ordinance was passed on a motion by Jennifer Williams and seconded by Ron Leber.  The board decided that the initial permit fee will be $1500 which will be documented on a resolution presented for approval at the September meeting.
Discussion on survey of Hanouw Property.  Taunya spoke with a loan officer at Resource Bank regarding loan options.  She will meet with Carolann to prepare a resolution for approval in September to purchase the 7.81 acres in total from the estate of Gerald Hanouw.
Discussion and approval to declare a 2008 Ford Police Interceptor Sedan VIN: 1FAHP2MK6FG175994 as surplus and eligible for sale to the highest bidder on a motion by Ron Leber and seconded by Ryan Finley.  The vehicle has had ongoing problems and is not dependable as a back-up emergency vehicle for the Village.  The decision to place a reserve on the vehicle of $3000 in a sealed bid process.  
Discussion and approval to purchase a used 2016 Ford Police Interceptor Utility VIN: 1FM5K8AR8GGA71973 from the City of Ottawa on a motion by Ron Leber and seconded by Ryan Finley.  The purchase price is $8500, paying $4250 in August and the remainder on or before May 31, 2026.  Additional expenses including but not limited to a radio, camera, radar and decals are approximately $3700. Roll call:  all yes.
Mayor’s Report began with thanking Jennifer Williams and Ron Leber for the work they did to help make this year’s Touch-A-Truck event a success.  A photo montage from the event was shared.
A. Inspire, Renew, Enjoy:  Small Town Communities presentation created by Resource Bank regarding Casey, Illinois, was viewed at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sNZVCmHUbqQ
B. Discussion on Ordinance Review
1. Voting on these items in September:
a. Burning
b. Fees / Fines
c. Noise
2. Further discussion needed on:
a. Animals
b. Towing
3. Decision made to leave the parking ordinance language as is – no change but enforcement will be needed in the future.
C. Discussion on Sign Project – projected cost for material and labor has been received, no start date yet
D. Discussion on Camera Project – no update this month
E. Discussion on Overweight Parking – Carolann reminded the board that someone needs to draft the proposed amendment language and she will take this as a to-do in order to move this forward to next steps
F. Discussion on 1% grocery sales tax – Governor Pritzker is eliminating the 1% grocery tax effective 1/1/2026, which does not apply to alcohol, soft drinks, candy or prepared good meant for immediate consumption.  Local municipalities have the option to impose their own 1% grocery tax and the Village Board does recommend keeping the tax in place for Leland.  This resolution will be prepared for the September meeting for an official vote.
Police Report
· Ordinance violations were resolved with warnings
· Outstanding violations pending payment
· Arson investigation required a lot of man hours and prior training was a big help to make this successful
· Passing of Leland Auxiliary Police Officer Anthony T. Miller
Village Attorney’s Report
Follow-Up on Ordinance Violations and Fines: 265 North Liberty Street and 305 South Essex Street – Alex Marsh has joined the law office and has experience in this area.  He will handle and seek a court date to pursue further action.
Tow Ordinance Progress Update – additional information sent to the Board this month and further discussions planned for September meeting.  This will require an Administrative Hearing Officer with three years of experience as an attorney if the Board decides to pursue this ordinance.
Follow-up on Surf Internet Contract Agreement – tracked changes to contract sent three times to all Surf parties without a response to date.  
Village Manager’s Report
A. Update on roadwork bid letting – no word on the bid letting as of the date of this meeting.
B. Tile by Abbott’s has been repaired which amounted to approximately 60 feet of 3-inch round pipe.
Closed session – not needed

 The meeting was adjourned at 8:28 p.m. on a motion by Ryan Finley and seconded by Ron Leber.

Respectfully submitted by:




________________________________________________
Susan Kelly, Clerk 

"Investing in your downtown isn’t just about building for today; it’s about creating a vibrant, sustainable future that attracts people, businesses, and opportunity. A thriving downtown becomes the heartbeat of a community, driving economic growth, enhancing quality of life, and instilling a sense of pride and identity for generations to come."
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