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Village of Leland
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES OF THE VILLAGE COUNCIL
Bethany Lutheran Church
235 East Lundy Lane, Leland, Illinois 60531
Tuesday, January 20, 2026
6:00 p.m. 

Attendees:  Taunya Eckman, Brian Niles, Jennifer Williams, Ron Leber, Ryan Finley, Susie Kelly, Tammy Johnson, Al Kinney, Chris Bland, Justin Pennington, Alex DeGaetano, Paul Wheeler, Craig Johnson, Fred Seville, Charles Baker, Brad Riskedal, Kim Pollack, Lance Brown, Cathy Brown, Paul Sprain, Kim Nilles, Mark Nilles, Jen Cole, Laurinda Kidd, Marica Wilson, Pastor Hope, Dan Hecathorn, Karen Short, Dan McDonnell, Nicolas Escobar, Tonny Vasquez, Tom Levans and Marcy Kinney.

The meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Public Comment: Visitors Appearances and Requests - none
Pastor Hope delivered the opening prayer.
Dinner
Welcome and opening remarks given by Mayor Eckman.
Surf Internet representative, Tony Vasquez, provided a construction update, which included the completion of phase one by the end of the month.  Restoration of yards and parkways will begin in April.  Residents should be able to start signing up for service by the end of February.
ComEd representative, Nic Escobar, reported to the group that a big construction project would be coming through Leland this year and public meetings will be held sometime in February or March so residents can learn more about it.
Village of Leland America 250th Celebration update was provided by Jennifer Williams.  This year’s celebration will span 3 days and highlights include Kids Fest on July 2, Faye’s BBQ LTCA Dinner and a street dance on July 3 and traditional activities provided by the LTCA for the 4th of July.  Sponsors include the Leland Historical Society and the Legion/Auxiliary to date.
Website, Newsletter, Scheduling reminders provided to the attendees.
Village of Leland Board of Commissioners shared that ordinance updates and the sewer project continue to be large agenda items for the board.
Village of Leland Planning and Zoning Board shared that the Comprehensive Plan has been completed and thanked everyone in the room for their input via the village survey that brought this plan to life.
Village of Leland Police Department informed the audience that a new police officer has graduated the part-time police academy and began working for us in this new capacity this month.
Leland Community Fire Protection Board is looking for people who are interested in becoming an EMT for the village.  There is a class in Sandwich starting in March.  The winning ticket for the 2026 Polaris was drawn as well.
Leland Community Unit School  District 1 Superintendent Dan McDonnell used this opportunity to introduce himself after assuming his role in July 2025.  He said he is thankful for Chris Bickel and other school staff that truly make our school special.
Adams Township Board meet the 2nd Monday of the month if anyone was interested in attending.
Leland Lions Club is looking for members and they meet the 3rd Thursday of every month.  Also mentioned drawdown games at Maddie’s, a pork chop dinner in March and running the dunk tank during the 3-day America250 celebration.
Leland Farmers Board hold a annual meeting on the 3rd Tuesday of every January.
Leland Historical Society spoke about their participation in the Passport weekend in LaSalle County February 14-16.  On March 15, Barb Johnson will speak on “Sloopers” (Norwegian sailboats).  In the spring, 11 new historic plaques will be installed along with the annual English class oral report on historic Leland.  Finally, August 22 the Leland Cemetery will be the location for the annual cemetery walk.
American Legion and Auxiliary reported about the ongoing Queen of Hearts game at Maddie’s and new flag poles at Baker and Little Indian Creek cemeteries.  Memorial Day is their big annual event and they could use volunteers to place flags at all of the cemeteries in the area.  The Auxiliary is looking for seven interested junior high school girls to send to Girls State and 6 boys for the Sons of American Legion.
Bethany Lutheran Church Board update provided by Pastor Hope
Leland United Methodist Church Board provided by Jen Cole included dates for the meatloaf dinner (April 18) and turkey dinner (October 3).
Leland Town and Country Association updated the attendees on upcoming events throughout the year.  They include the Spring Craft Show, Easter Egg Hunt, April 25 Faye’s BBQ drive-through dinner, RC car racing, 4th of July events, Halloween house decorating and Santa in December.
Comments and Announcements included a suggestion to hold this meeting in February next year to allow for more attendance and finalized board commitments throughout the year to share with everyone.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. on a motion by Brian Niles and seconded by Ron Leber.



Respectfully Submitted by:



_______________________________________
Susan Kelly, Village Clerk
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