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Village of Leland
Meeting Minutes of the Village Council
Leland Village Hall
285 West Genessee Street, Leland, IL
March 10, 2026
6 pm

Present:	Mayor Taunya Eckman
		Commissioners Brian Niles, Ron Leber, Ryan Finley and Jennifer Williams
Also		Public Works Director, Jed Clason
Present:	Village Clerk, Susan Kelly
Village Treasurer, Tammy Johnson
Chief of Police, Jason Bragg
Village Attorney Carolann Wackerlin-Temple
Visitors:	Mark Nilles (LTCA), Bob Solak (HH River Properties), and Jamie Bonnell	

The meeting was called to order at 6:01 p.m. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Public Comment-Visitors & Appearance: Bob Solak, Mark Nilles (LTCA)
A. Bob Solak from HH River Properties and owner of 430 Lundy Lane came before the board asking if a conditional use permit was possible to allow his tenant to use the property as a dog rescue, grooming center and kennel club.  If approved, the plan would be to amend the Industrial Zoning Code to allow for a conditional use and then grant the conditional use permit.  The board asked for the following information before making a decision to move forward:
a. Previous location address and any contacts for references from that municipality.
b. Detailed plans on what he intends to do to make this facility work for him.
c. Proposed plans to address noise abatement concerns.
B. Mark Nilles from the LTCA informed the board that the former LTCA board has been dissolved and a new board is in place.  Mark asked for support for this year’s 4th of July celebrations.  The board agreed to a $2500 donation with all voting yes to this amount.
Recognition of Village of Leland Fire Chief Don Hecathorn for over 50 years of dedicated service to the Leland Fire Department.  Taunya read a heartfelt thank you letter to Don recognizing his service to the community.  Don could not attend but a copy of the letter, a thank you card and flowers will be delivered by Taunya from the Village.
Discussion and Vote: Resolution Appointment Village of Leland combined Planning and Zoning Board of Appeals Chairman, Jamie Bonnell passed on a motion by Ron Leber and seconded by Jennifer Williams.  Roll call vote – all yes.  Jamie was then sworn in to his new position.
Approval of Minutes- February 10, 2026 Regular Meeting on a motion by Jennifer Williams and seconded by Ron Leber.
Approval of Invoices, adding a late invoice from Carolann Wackerlin-Temple for three months of billable hours, was given on a motion by Ron Leber and seconded by Brian Niles.  Roll call vote – all yes.
Approval of Treasurer’s Report on a motion by Ron Leber and seconded by Brian Niles.  Roll call vote – all yes.
Discussion and Vote: Cape Seal Intergovernmental Agreement only, specific projects TBD with Village Engineer input, passed on a motion by Ryan Finley and seconded by Brian Niles.
Discussion and Vote: Illinois Funds Account for online pay option for garbage/water passed on a motion by Ron Leber and seconded by Ryan Finley.
Discussion: Business Application Ordinance included fee (if any), frequency and which businesses would be included.  The vote will be held next month.
Discussion and Vote: Opening of sealed bids and awarding Farm Ground Rent Lease- LaSalle County Farmland (7.8 acres).  No sealed bids were received at the time of this meeting.  Next steps will be calls to local farmers to solicit interest and confirming with a typical farm lease contract.
Discussion on Ordinance 4-1-17B Drinking in Public – amendment will be drafted and vote held next month.
Discussion and Vote on Increasing Gaming Fees 4-1-17(c)(5) to $150.  Amended ordinance and vote to be held next month.
Discussion on ongoing, unresolved ordinance enforcement matters originated on Dammers: April 25, 2024 and Diaz: July 20,2023 covered in Police Report noting court date Thursday, March 12, 9:00 a.m.
Mayor’s Report
 Investing in our downtown/Grants: Community Support Letters was touched on but not completely reviewed due to technical difficulties.  More next month.
Police Report included updates on ordinance violations and steps being taken to address the issues.
Village Attorney Report included issues noted in these minutes.
Public Works reported receipt of two (2) lawn care bids this year.  The lowest bid will be awarded the job for the coming fiscal year.
The regular meeting was adjourned at 7:07 p.m. on a motion by Ron Leber and seconded by Jennifer Williams in order to move to a closed session: Discussion of Employee Compensation and Salary.
The meeting was moved to a close session at 7:11 p.m. on a motion by Brian Niles and seconded by Ron Leber.
A motion to come out of closed session was made at 7:13 p.m. by Jennifer Williams and seconded by Brian Niles.

The meeting was adjourned on a motion by Jennifer Williams and seconded by Ron Leber.

Respectfully Submitted by:




______________________________________________
Susan Kelly, Village Clerk


"Investing in your downtown isn’t just about building for today; it’s about creating a vibrant, sustainable future that attracts people, businesses, and opportunity. A thriving downtown becomes the heartbeat of a community, driving economic growth, enhancing quality of life, and instilling a sense of pride and identity for generations to come."
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