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Village of Leland
Meeting Minutes of the Village Council
Leland Village Hall
285 West Genessee Street, Leland, Il
June 9, 2026
6 pm
Present:	Mayor Taunya Eckman
		Commissioners Brian Niles, Ron Leber, Ryan Finley, and Jennifer Williams
Also		Public Works Director, Jed Clason
Present:	Village Clerk, Susan Kelly
Village Treasurer, Tammy Johnson
Village Attorney Carolann Wackerlin-Temple
Visitors:	Paul Wheeler and Jamie Bonnell
Absent:	Chief of Police, Jason Bragg


The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Public Comment-Visitors, Appearances and Requests - none
Approval of Minutes: May 12, 2026 Regular Meeting on a motion by Ryan Finley and seconded by Ron Leber
Approval of Invoices on a motion by Ron Leber and seconded by Brian Niles.  Roll call vote:  all yes.
Approvals of America250 Invoices on a motion by Ron Leber and seconded by Ryan Finley.  Roll call vote:  all yes.
Approval of July 2nd and 3rd Events on a motion by Ryan Finley and seconded by Ron Leber.  For safety, the LTCA 5 B’s pork chop dinner will be located at the fire department with turnaround in the gravel parking lot to avoid people around the pavilion and on Railroad Avenue.
Approval of Treasurer’s Report on a motion by Ron Leber and seconded by Brian Niles.  Roll call vote:  all yes.
Discussion and vote on Ordinance Amending the Municipal Code of the Village of Leland at Title 9 Chapter 1 Pertaining to Water Use and Service was approved on a motion by Jennifer Williams and seconded by Ron Leber.
Discussion and vote on amendment to the FY 2026-2027 budget was approved on a motion by Ron Leber and seconded by Ryan Finley.  Roll call vote:  all yes.
Discussion and vote on FY 2026-2027 Appropriation Ordinance was approved on a motion by Brian Niles and seconded by Ron Leber.  Roll call vote:  all yes. 
Discussion on proposed date for Officer Greg Gilbert’s Street Sign Dedication Ceremony is tentatively set for Friday, August 7, around 5:30-6 p.m.  Special thanks to Road Safe for donating the two street signs.
Discussion on purchase of 2022 Ford Police Interceptor Utility Vehicle from the City of Ottawa for $12,000 who is decommissioning several cars in their fleet.  The City of Ottawa is pending their approval at their June 16 meeting.  If the details remain the same after that meeting, the Village of Leland’s board is interested in pursuing this vehicle for our third squad car.  Official vote not until our July meeting.
Discussion on Ordinance 11-4-4: Accessory Uses, primarily small plastic garden-style sheds.  The board was interested in reviewing the proposed revisions next month.
Discussion on Golf carts, ATVs, and motorized scooters just to keep this on the board’s radar from a safety perspective.
Mayor’s Report
Community Meeting June 17, 2026 at 7pm: Discussion on ITEP grant and opportunity for community involvement
Keith & Associates Accounting: assisting with updates to Treasurer’s Report and Budget to improve simplicity, efficiency, and readability 
Police Report provided by Paul Wheeler summarized the official activity from last month.  Paul Wheeler is current acting as Police Chief during Jason Bragg’s medical leave.
Village Attorney’s Report – nothing this month.
Public Work’s Report: Sign Project is ongoing.  Picked up the remaining signs and JULIE locates are in process in order to complete installation.
Closed session under 5 ILCS 120/2(c)1 to consider compensation of Chief of Police – did not go into closed session

The meeting was adjourned at 6:57 p.m. on a motion by Ryan Finley and seconded by Brian Niles.

Respectfully submitted by:



_____________________________________________
Susan Kelly, Village Clerk

Investing in your downtown isn’t just about building for today; it’s about creating a vibrant, sustainable future that attracts people, businesses, and opportunity. A thriving downtown becomes the heartbeat of a community, driving economic growth, enhancing quality of life, and instilling a sense of pride and identity for generations to come."
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